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Project
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Project Goal

Collaboratively evaluate BCDC’s fill policies in light 
of sea level rise and develop guidance for the 
Commission, staff and project proponents to 
promote shoreline resilience
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Step 2: Policy Analysis  
Investigate the problem - BCDC's Bay fill 
laws and policies may hinder shoreline 

adaptation strategies. Explore the range 
of issues identified by Steering  

Committee members. 
Outcome: Identify the "Opportunities and 
Constraints" in the McAteer-Petris Act and 

the Bay Plan.

Step 4: Solution Analysis 
• Develop best practices with 

existing policies 
• Explore policy alternatives and 

their impacts 
Outcome: Develop a guidance 
document  
!

Policy Analysis Steps

Step 3: Case Studies 
Develop hypothetical adaptation project 

proposals to investigate policy issues 
identified in Step 2.  Analyze case studies 

with existing policies. 
Outcome: Refine problems with current 
interpretations and statutory conflicts. 

Steering Committee: 
Review the "Opportunities and 
Constraints" and work with staff 

to select the case studies. 

Policies for a Rising Bay

Step 1: Project Scope 
Steering Committee is formed and shares 

perspectives with staff. 

Steering Committee: 
Work with staff to refine the 

policy goals.

Steering Committee: 
Provides input on guidance 

document.


Integrate 
technical 
expertise into 
case studies

Technical "
Workshop

Case Studies

•  Case studies reflect a diversity of shoreline 
settings and natural resource/development assets 
at risk.

•  Workshop participants evaluated adaptation 
actions that protect existing assets to mid-century 
and that are adaptable to end of century:
– Applicability given landscape conditions
– Timing and adaptability
– Tradeoffs*
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Next steps

•  Refine adaptation action “cheat sheet”

•  Identify adaptation actions that raise  policy 
issues

•  Solicit feedback on selection of case studies 
during July 24th Steering Committee Meeting

Photo: Courtesy of Peter Baye

For more information, contact:
Sarah Richmond
sarah.richmond@bcdc.ca.gov 
415-352-3660





